Mining
70 tons in 1156 to about 350 in 1171. Richard I, with
his constant need of money, reorganized the stannaries
in 1198, and at the beginning of John's reign the output
was between 400 and 450 tons. The issue of the charter
to the stannaries in 1201 does not seem to have had any
immediate effect on the industry, but about ten years
later there was increased activity, the output rising in
1214 to 600 tons.1 During the early years of Henry III
the tin revenues were farmed out, and no details are
available either for these years, or for the period
1225-1300, during which time the stannaries were in
the hands of the Earls of Cornwall. Two things only
are clear : that the total output had fallen off, and that
Cornwall had now far outstripped Devon. The grant
of a charter confirming the privileges of the stannaries in
1305 seems to have marked the beginning of a more
prosperous era, and by 1337 the output had reached
700 tons. The Black Death, however, in 1350 put an
end to this prosperity, and with the exception of a boom
during the reign of Henry IV, tinning did not recover
until just at the end of our mediaeval period. Even
at its worst, however, the industry was a source of
considerable revenue, the coinage duties 2 never falling
below ^1,000, and amounting in 1337 and 1400 to over
£3,000, in addition to which there were other smaller
payments and perquisites.3 The royal privileges of pre-
emption was also of value to needy kings, who frequently
availed themselves of it to grant this pre-emption, or
virtual monopoly, to wealthy foreign merchants and
other money-lenders in return for substantial loans.
x For output, see Lewis, op. cit., App. J.
2 Lewis, op, cit., App. K.	3 Ibid., Apps. L~T.
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